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S A QUARTET OF ARCHITECTS IN SARAWAK, MALAYSIA, DNA HAS BEEN UNDER THE RADAR FOR YEARS — UNTIL NOW.
LUEPRINT ASIA DIGS A LITTLE DEEPER INTO THE MINDS OF THE YOUNG FIRM WHO IS NOT AFRAID TO START SMALL
/HILE DREAMING BIG. o
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DNA, AN ARCHITECT FIRM IN KUCHING,

Sarawak, Malaysia consists of four partners: Wong Kiong,

Wee Hii Min, William Khoo and Hwong How Hing. Their
partnership was somehow organic; with one architect joining
the firm after another — and quickly grew to the comfortable
four as they are now. Their design philosophy is simple: to
provide qualities such as open-ness, accessibility and comfort in
the finished building, and their workplace is essentially about
working together in a non-hierarchical studio along with
members of their extended design team such as engineers and
consultants. Their manifesto includes exploring materials for their
economy without losing the design intent and to use simple
materials in unusual ways — the recent Pansar renovation is a
good example of this young firm’s thinking. Although considered
a young firm (they were officially set up in 2000), recent award
wins and mentions highlights the dynamic studio’s potential and

their eagerness to spread their wings.
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What was the firm’s very first project?

Our first projects were projects that most architects turn down
— private homes and interior fic-outs. We had no choice as we
had little or no work — we did them and found that we enjoy
building them... and have continued to build them after 7
years. Our first significant project was an interior fit out of
the Suburtiasa head office — after it was completed, it was
published; short listed (but did not win) for the PAM Awards
(but it did however, paid for our plotter). We were over

the moon.

Whotwhat inspires you?

We are inspired by the works of young architects in the region,
typically through r agazines or books; seeking them out as
bench-marks for or rselves. There is nor a single source of
influence since DM A is “owned” by a diverse group of people.
However, our libra y reflects the sources of our influence; from
Aalto to Zumthor, vith Bawa, Siza, Herzog & de Meuron
keeping close com| any.

As for the “wha " that inspires us — having our works
published — that cc nrinues to be a source of inspiration for us.

We have had so ne successes in the National Architecrural
and Design Awards; this success driving our work ro an exrent.
Wee feel that we are now more ready to discuss our work; having
recently invited to speak at Arcasia Conference 2007. The
experience has raught us a great deal. We felt that we gained
more from the audience and delegates in Colombo (Arcasia
2007) than what we were able to offer.

The young Sri Lankan architects who showed us their work
in Colombo have become a new source of inspiration for some;
particularly in the creation of spaces and architecture that one
feels instead of simply seeing.

s there a particular theme or industry that you have yet to explore,
but would love to experiment with?

An area that we have had little opportunity to explore and test
our skills on are public buildings — spaces that have direct
impact on the general public — withour them having to pay
money to enter and experience.

We think that the architect can offer more than just specific
solutions to one problem or design brief. We would like to see
buildings and spaces having more than one funcrion; depending
on the user, on the time of day, or through a social programme.
This multiplicity of functions will reduce waste and encourage
better use (and hence care) of a building or a space because its
users provide it with a purpose.

What would be your dream project?

A library that’s part transport hub, which could also be a
community centre with a plaza and gardens for imprompru
street performances, public art and cafes. Why? It combines our
thinking abour “intelligent” public architecture with what DNA
is good at and enjoy — traveling, eating, enjoying good books
and music and meeting new people.

Where do you see yourself within the next few years?

In our small way in Kuching, we can see that we are starting ro
influence the way people appreciate compertent design. With the
completion of our commercial projects, this influence will
probably grow. We would like this to be a platform for projects
with more complex briefs and challenges. We will also very
likely want to test ourselves by participating in competitions
within the next year or so. We will continue to get our projects
built; we have not built overseas — but we see ourselves doing
that within the next few years.

DESIGN NETWORK ARCHITECTS (DNA)

RECENT AWARDS WON

Honerary Mention,

PAM 2006 Awards

Repetitive Residential Buildings
7th Avenue, Kuching

Honorary Mention,
PAM 2006 Awards
Alterations & Additions
Yap House, Penang

Mention, PAM 2006 Awards
Public & Civic Buildings
Ching Kwong Church, Kuching

Honorary Mention,

PAM 2006 Awards

Interior Design

PAM Sarawak Chapter, Kuching

Special Jury Mention,
PAM 2006 Awards
Industrial Buildings

Steel Prototype, Kuching

Winner of PAM 2007 Awards
Interior Design
Pansar Sibu, Sibu

Winner of MIDA 2007 Awards
Office & Space Planning
Pam Sarawak Chapter, Kuching

Winner of MIDA 2007 Awards
Office & Space Planning
Pansar Sibu, Sibu Mention,
MIDA 2007 Awards
Residential BMJC
Apartment, Kuching
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WORKS OF DNA

1_Pansar Sibu
This i 5

various branches of the
Pansar Group. The exercise
evolves around the crearion
of a strong corporate image
gn, and through
npany’s own
product in non-standard v
as part of the new premises.
The resulr is a modern,
innovative and edgy new
premise for the client; where
art, architecture and graphic
design is melded into a
contemporary work
environment.

2007 Awards under the
Interior Design category,

Space Planning category.

2_7th Avenue
This is a dynamic housing
scheme in Kuching
comprising 24 terraces and 6
semi-detached housing units.
Located in the heart of a
established suburb, this
scheme explores a new
typology in local repetitive
housing. In 7th Avenue,
through its open plan
concepr, the internal spaces
are well lit and venrilated
through the introduction of a
double storey atrium and
courtyard. The single pitched
roof form and thin roof
ilever create a new and
exciting silhouette, while
uniting the front elevation
with the carport roof and
fronr fence.

Hﬂﬂﬂ

3_RH Hotel
The RH Hotel was compleeq
in August 2005; it was
commissioned in 2001 —

truction commen

after a series of

planning approvals was
obtained. This 4-star Horel is
locs in the centre of Siby
town on an extremely
compact site for the host of
facilicies called for in the
client’s brief. The interiors
were undertaken by DNA
as well, allowing the
contemporary design theme
to be carried through in the
guest rooms and the
hotel

4_Masjid Wan Alwi,
Kuching

his is a small mosque in
suburban Kuching, built to
relate to the context within
which the mosque resides.
Planned around a tree court
and plaza forecourt, it has
strong landscaping themes
that support community
functions as well as religious
ones. Its architectural
language represents a
religious bui

grounded in local traditions.
[tisa single storey structure
with under croft space for
ventilation.

5_PNG City Extension
Our first overseas project —
mixed-use development in
Papua New Guinea
comprising a hotel and
apartment block as well
retail outlets, a hypermarker
and offices. As of January
2007, drawings were
submitted to authorities in
PNG for construc

approval. Although the
construction methods and
design approach does not
differ much to our norm, the
cultural and anthropological
differences adds a distinctive
“local” flavour to the

building
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