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The project site is located in the outskirts of
Kuching at Jalan Batu Kawa, in a densely resi-
dential area on a long and linear piace of land
that is double fronted, with the legal access
farcing the terrace houses. Borneo Mansion is
tha first double-storey hause in & series of three
houses planned for the entire development, The
cliant is an Interior decorator from Kuching but is
niow based in Ball and runs & furnltura gallery.
An adaptation of Contexiuatism, |he Bormeo
Mansion's design concept is largaly rafarenced o
it wider surraundings, ulllmaely emeeddad in the
larger Borneo narslive; incorperating concepts
ol lextures and layers found in the Borngo
trepics [tha Pinnacles and Borneo rainforest) into
fanetenal living spaces. The eonsistent diaiogus
of contrast (2n sdamant featura of the Borneo

Main Entrance

andecape), ‘s further continued 1nrough the ysage
of contrasling matarials, (BXIUras and gresnary

g3 a theme throughoul the house: Plants are
creatively layerad and intearated inte the modern
spaces ta generate assthetic intrigus, adding poth
dmonsion and desth. This creates unigue focal
points and facilitated both & sanse of privacy and
curiosity, ultimately rasulting in & private dwelling
with a public presance - such as the inviling yet
fmystericus spirit of Boinso,

Asides its Borneo inspirgtion, the Sorned
Manslon iz very much & reflaction of the nature arrl
character of ite eharming and unassuming cliant,
who 1 an avid explorer, collector. and storyielier.
iz rather humale parsona bus rioh (e expsrisnces
is urther represanted in Lhe predominsst usage
of concrete (a humble construction material) te
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construct a lu=ary heme. Aligned with the Barnan
narrative. “To sae paauly in tha ordinary”, the
house 5 deslgned to be his home and work, Space
when ha ls back in Kuching, The client's brief asked
for a house that isat ance homely vet standing out
as a uhiguely designed studia, One that is modern
and rocted in Asian rapical desigr that can
respond well to climate and cullure.

& refresning departara from classic detachsd
houses, the double-franted Borneo Manaion
challenges the notion of lukury zy convargirg the
courtyards (commonly axterion spacss) inloaAn
extencion of Intarior’ ving space. Architectural
luxury here recirect occupants to their surround-
Ings by allowing them to by inmersec completely
i nature without comprermising modern-dey
comforia. 1t focusses ona new uxary — the uxuny

Link bridge abave the courtyard

32

ot transitional (interior and exlelor) speces,

Bornec Mansion is naminated for the natural
[uxury that it creates. Aside from the natural
finfshes of raw concrets, the housa iz also placed
ir tha middle af & lush, informal landaespe with
a courtyard gardanand mult ple wall apenings,
creating a home that exudes luxury whilsl al tha
sene Lme harmonises the pulli-grvironment with
ite surrcunding nature.

The Bornes Mansion haz no evidant dividing
line betwaan the houss and garden. This 'law of
contracictions' was rasulted in celebratlon of the
bullding’s contextual placemsn - saying triodts
to the island of Burneo, Tha maltiple layering af
spaces, as wall 25 the dialogus of arganiz (naturs)
and structure {concrets), givas the suggestion of
blending and contrast, a commen charsctaristic
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of the natural scens In the forest and tropics of
Biornes, It isa process of balancing divergances
and affinitica.

Heavily infliencac by tha Bornea namative, the
dasign of tha houge alms (o be a trarslation of it
Inte tang ble spaces for peopls 'to search despear
within', Much ke Lhe mysteries of Borneo, tha houge
constitutes a myriad of vibrant spaces — sll un'gus,
Unerpactad and most impartanth: functional, Its
fairly humble exterder served 23 a diversion, Visitors
are transported through a compandium of aallacti-
b esand storles througn the spaces. inherently dore
by sperking curios ty in all the detalls,

Inzpired by Srutalist Architecturs, the double-
storey house iz constructed antiraly using & 1.2m
w2 4m madule (plywood formwork) te faciiitate an
ecoromical and afficient congtruation procass of
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racycling the plywood tormwaork for various parts
o tha housa. Durng constructlon, wet-works are
rrinimized by limiting them only {0 the bathroons
and wot areas. M & E plumbng and slectrical wiring
are aizo integratec into the structure.

Tha architact chose to usa concrete construc-
tian for itz tectonic qualitias, durasility [security) as
well &5 1he incnochromalic nature of tre concrate
surface. which makes an idesl backdrop to show-
case the slient’s collections. Thiz projoct is cel-
abrated far its modern, Asian tropical casign and its
ugage of modular concrete constrction; craating
an economicallv-sistalnablz praject whicn does not
lack. bul instead rmaximizes the apsthetic aspects
by utilising the beauty of raw concrets, a4
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1ok The manalan's double frontage




